SNOW TRAILS

Since 1974, Snow Trails has taken a group of 6 to 20 Post and Rover members
into the Canadian Wilderness for the experience of being exposed to camping and
snow shoeing in extremely cold temperatures. In this program we will spend
several months training to camp and hike under severe weather conditions. The
training includes the making of your own equipment such as, wool mittens and socks,
vests, packs, parkas and foot gear. The training program will further you outdoor
skills such as fire building, wood gathering, chopping, pitching lean-to tarps,
first aid, how to keep warm in sub-zero conditions, group cold weather cooking,
and various other skills associated with these tasKé. After this training,
participants are evaluated by the leader in the learned skills. Those who qualify
go on a 10-day trip into the Canadian Wilderness for the opportunity of putting

these skills into practice.

The safety of the entire group is the primary concern, since conditions are
such that survival actually depends upon each member of the group being highly
skilled and trustworthy. It is essential that the group as a whole have confidence
and faith in each others ability to do his share. This results in personal growth
and maturity, a deeper appreciation of self and others, and an understanding of

the importance of accepting responsibilities im your life.
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As I think about last years trlp and start to plan the next,
three basic questions come to mind., Why should we go again? Who should
be allowed to go? What do I expect to gain by making mofe trips?

Being a part of a camping organization one of the first things
that comes to mind is that here is a perfect chance for a person to make
him or herself>a complete camper., We can get plenty of spring, summer and
fall exposure here in Pennsylvania, but our winters sometimes forget to show
up. By having a trip such as Snow Trails we get to camp under true winter
conditions, No ifs ands or buts, if a person is not properly prepared or equiped, .
they will be in trouble the first day oute By becoming a member of Snow Tralls
a person has the chance to learn and practice the skills needed and then
go to an area where the skills will have to be used.

Another reason is that this type of program can help mature people
- of any age. Xhen weather conditions are severe, personal performance
becomes critical., The group as a whole must have faith in each persons
.bilities. Everyone must pull his or her share of the load and .cre. Last
year we had some people that got sick, Due to the fact that we had some
very competent members, we were able to salvage the week, If this hand
fuul of people had not pitched in and automatically assumed more of the
work load we may have had to shorten our stay, By automatically I ﬁ;an
that this handful did not have to be told or forced to take on more,

They were able to properly assess the sltuatlon and do what they knew was
right,

What type of person should or shouldn’t participate? A grumbler
or fireside sitter has no place on a trip of this sort. Everyone knows
1ts cold and is prepared for it, The cold is something you have to accept
and live with, but you don't go around complaining about it, nor do you

drop your work every five minutes to sit by the fire, You warm yourself by



continuing your work until its done, then you help others finish thelir
work. When all the camp tasks are completed 1t5 time to bulld up the fire
and have everyone sit down and relax,

You have to watch out for the person that talks a good story but
in practical application falls short, The opposite type person would be a
far better Snow Tralls member, The one that doesn't say much and you hardly
know is around but whose work is always done no matter what,

Good rapport amoung members 1s important. When you have twenty
people sharing a confined space as we did last year, you can't have petty
squables going on.

What do I as an Associate Advisor expect to gain by having a
Snow Trails program? My main objective, aside from pure enjoyment on my
part, is to have a program that is so worthwhile the members of the Post
and Rovers will want to participate bad enough that they will earn the
right to go by proving themselves from the day after the trip ends until
the beginning of the next trip one year later, I certainly hpoe this
program is never used as an excuse to get out of school for a week, but
as a goal or reward for a person trying to improve him or herself throughout
the year, And of course by each member improving themselves the units will
become that much better,

Hopefully Snow Trails will also help draw new members into our units,
What other organization could you join that would offer the year round
opportunities we do? Isn’t this what scouting should be?

Snow Trails is unusual, exclting and cold, but it's a challange more
than any thing else, To know that you can live and travel through the
wilderness and take the worst that nature can throw at you has to make you
a better person. To accept and win the challange that Snow Trails offers,
has to make 1lifes difficult problems seem that much smaller,

Snow Trails! Earn the right to participate! It will be an

experience you will never forget!
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GIRL AND

SNOW TRAILS - REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERS

BOY MEMBERS:

A.

B.

G.

I.

‘Will be a quelified Rover or Post 488 member.

wWill be required to submit a perﬁission slip
by parents or guardians.

Will be required to submit a completed
mediacl form prior to trip.

Must have prior Canadain exvperience through
Boys Canoe Trails, Co-ed Canoe Trails, or
Snow Trails.

Must have winter ceamping éxperisnce prior

to the Snow Trails trip. ‘

Must make 60% of Post fall and winter campouts,
including Brouse Gut- for Courlerdu Bois.

Must have proper clothing and equipment.

Must have proper attitude and desire.

Must make a meaningful contribution towards

work sessions.


















